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A L L I A N Z  &  M o M A

City 
   Dreams

01
Utopian and dystopian fantasies of the future have long been subjects of 

investigation in both the art and engineering communities. From the visionary 

sculptures of Congolese artist Bodys Isek Kingelez, to the disquieting world of 

Charlie Brooker’s Black Mirror – visionaries of all kinds have explored the potential 

impact of technology and creativity on the future of our cities.
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“Without a model, you are nowhere. A nation 
that can’t make models is a nation that doesn’t 
understand things, a nation that doesn’t live.” 

Based in then-Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of Congo), visionary artist Bodys 

Isek Kingelez made sculptures of imagined buildings and cities that reflected dreams 

for his country, his continent, and the world. Kingelez’s “extreme maquettes” offer 

fantastic, utopian models for a more harmonious society of the future. 

An optimistic alternative to his own experience of urban life in his home city of 

Kinshasa — which grew exponentially and organically, with urban planning and 

infrastructure often unable to keep step — his work explores urgent questions 

around urban growth, economic inequity, how communities and societies function, 

and the rehabilitative power of architecture. Issues that resonate profoundly today. 

Kingelez’s vibrant, ambitious sculptures are created from an incredible range of 

everyday materials and found objects — colored paper, commercial packaging, 

plastic, soda cans, and bottle caps — all meticulously repurposed and arranged.

Bodys Isek Kingelez (1948–2015)

City Dreams, the first US retrospective of Kingelez’s work, spans his full career, from 

early single-building sculptures, to spectacular sprawling cities, to futuristic late 

works, which incorporate increasingly unorthodox materials. These rarely shown 

works are a call for us all to imagine, in the artist’s words, a “better, more peaceful 

world.”

The exhibition also included an interactive virtual-reality experience that allowed 

visitors to explore “Ville Fantôme”, one of Kingelez’s large-scale city sculptures.

As a proud partner of contemporary art at the MoMA, Allianz was very excited to 

explore the blending of disciplines such as art, design, engineering and technology, 

and to support artists and visionaries in bringing their ideas to life with its very own 

Allianz Explorer Series.

A L L I A N Z  &  M o M A
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A L L I A N Z  &  M o M A

 “We believe that there is no progress 
 without risk, and Allianz supports those 
 who dare to take a step into the unknown. 
 The work of contemporary artists, l ike 
 Bodys Isek Kingelez, entering new territories 
 through their work brings the brand 
 narrative to life.” 

Dr. Christian Deuringer, 

Director of Global Brand Management
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Partnership 
Reach02

Allianz’s sponsorship of MoMA’s groundbreaking exhibitions 

and R&D program, as well as Allianz’s Explorer Conference 

and other partnership activations were a huge success, 

reaching thousands of people around the world.

E X P LO R E  W I T H  A L L I A N Z

Learn more about the R&D initiative

18 k
MoMA live views

3.5 k
Mailing list

1.2 k+
Event attendance

41 k+
FB livestream views

1076
Allianz employees & guests 
since partnership kickoff

https://youtu.be/OL1JC2hU254
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221 
Days on view 

1 mio + 
Visitors

33 
Objects

5,770 
Square feet

The 
Exhibition03

Bodys Isek Kingelez is one of the unsung visionary creators 

of the twentieth century. A lifelong resident of what is now 

the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kingelez developed 

a notably individualistic style that is beholden to no obvious 

artistic precedents. Kingelez’s vibrant, ambitious sculptures 

are created from an incredible range of everyday materials 

and found objects — colored paper, commercial packaging, 

plastic, soda cans, and bottle caps — all meticulously 

repurposed and arranged to create unique urban spaces.

B O DY S  I S E K  K I N G E L E Z :  C I T Y  D R E A M S

  © Fredi Casco 

Learn more from the artist himself

https://youtu.be/8Bjbz3XN0Gg
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126 k
watched the VR experience

  “The VR really surprised   
  me, it was my first time 
  doing it!” 

  “The VR tour was 
  amazing - perfect - lets  

  you get into it. . .”

  “The virtual tour was pretty   
  crazy. It perfectly couples with 
  the miniature  architecture.”  

V I R T UA L  E X H I B I T I O N

     A New 
Perspective

One of the highlights of the exhibition was an interactive 

virtual reality experience (powered by Allianz), which 

allowed visitors to virtually explore “Ville Fantôme”, one 

of Kingelez’s largest city sculptures. Thousands of visitors 

seized the opportunity to virtually walk along the streets of 

the artist’s visionary creations.

Learn how the experience was made here

04

https://www.facebook.com/allianz/videos/2282894501732382/  
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10 mio+
Marketing campaign 
impressions (digital & print)

123
Press articles

50+
Journalist visits

“The sculptures seem to say, architecture can 
do more — maybe not this much — but more. 
And certainly they reaffirm visual joy as the 
sustaining life force that it is.” 

THE NEW YORK TIMES

 © Cole Wilson for The New York Times

M E D I A  C OV E R AG E

     Building a 
Brighter Future 
Together

05

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/31/arts/design/bodys-isek-kingelez-review-moma.html
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E X P LO R E  W I T H  A L L I A N Z

 “Kingelez was avowedly utopian. 
 His cityscapes repeatedly project 
 glorious futures…” 

THE NEW YORKER MAGAZINE 

 © Courtesy the Pigozzi Collection, CAAC; 
  photograph by Maurice Aeschimann

 “Everyone in New York  
 will  be talking about this

 artist soon.”

WASHINGTON POST

 © Van Lierde collection/Vincent Everarts Photography Brussels

ARTFORUM selected  “City Dreams” 
as a must-see show in CRITICS’ PICKS 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/06/04/the-utopian-vision-of-bodys-isek-kingelez
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/museums/everyone-in-new-york-will-be-talking-about-this-artist-soon/2018/05/23/ce665f46-5db5-11e8-9ee3-49d6d4814c4c_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.d2e2619eb763
https://www.artforum.com/picks/moma-the-museum-of-modern-art-75788
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S O C I A L  M E D I A
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16,6 mio + 
Social media & marketing 
views

491 k+ 
Digital campaign views

As a proud partner of contemporary art at the MoMA, Allianz happily 

featured Kingelez’s unique creations on their social media channels to give 

users a glimpse into the artist’s “city of tomorrow”. 

MoMA and Allianz have also launched a joint digital explorer campaign, in 

which artists, designers and creators can showcase their pieces that have 

been inspired by Kingelez’s outstanding work. 3D designer Andrew Chiang 

for example explores how nature and architecture need to come together 

for future cities to thrive.

Watch the social media video here

https://www.facebook.com/allianz/videos/2732372790137030/


Paul Budd, 

Head of Sponsorships and Partnerships, 
Email paul-alexander.budd@allianz.com
Tel. +4989380015916
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